
Step A Little Closer

by

George F. Spicka

Tenor Saxophone

Trumpet

Piano

Bass

Drums

PERFORMANCE NOTES

“Step A Little CloserStep A Little Closer” starts with a slow, rubato introduction that features bass, and a piano accompaniment.  

The bass notes are to be played as written.  The bass also uses a chorus-type effect, which is turned off 

at the conclusion of the intro section. 

  

The Interlude is a 16-bar section, played at tempo, that starts with 4-bars of bass, then adds piano, and finally drums.  

The bass is to use an 8va octave effect in this section, which continues throughout the head, and trumpet / saxophone solos. 

  

The Head consists of an [A] section and a similar [B] section, which are then followed by a second Interlude, 

consisting of 8 bars. 

  

The 1
st

 Solo Section features trumpet and saxophone, playing two choruses each.  There are six parts, each consisting of 8-bars: 

(A)-(A)-(B)-(A)-(C)-(A).  The piano and bass parts are played as written. With the exception of (C), there is basicaly a repeating

sequence of four chords, However, the use of 4th chords or triads auperimposed over a 2nd series of 4th chords, coupled with the 

bass playing a perfect 5th higher in (B), opens of the possibility of various harmonic interpretaions for soloing, the simplest being

a "Blues" in E (concert), on in F# for trumpet and tenor sax. 

  

The 2
nd

 Solo Section features piano. This section is to have a lighter feel then the previous ones, and is only played through once, 

with no repeat. The left hand piano voicings in the score are suggestions, and don’t have to be played as written. 

The last eight bars are played as written.  

The bass is straight with no effects. While the bass part is flexible, the bass note in slash chords must be emphasized 

in order to provide the correct harmonic context. 

  

At the conclusion of the piano solo, D.S. to Coda. 

  

The Coda is again lighter, with the drums play sparsely and mainly using cymbals.  The bass is to be played as written, no effects.  

The trumpet, saxophone, and piano play light, intertwining lines and cue off of each other.  

This continues and fades for nearly a minute, until the last chord is cued. 

(c)2013 George F. Spicka

All Rights Reserved
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Light interplay with Trumpet & Piano - gradually fade

∑

U 

U

Lghit Fills ...



Octave Effect Off

Repeat & Play Many Times
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Light interplay with Sax & Piano - gradually fade
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Mainly use cymbals, light and sparingly.  No snare.  Very occasional tom.
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